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It was 14 days since I had last spoken in public on the AIDS epidemic.

All but the first page of my remarks on this occasion have been lost, but Ruth Wooden,
President of the Advertising Council of New York City, and I, were co-chairs or co-hosts
at this press conference announcing the Advertising Council’s new campaign and the
importance of using a condom when having sex. This was a pro-bono effort on their part,
and much appreciated by the United States Public Health Service.

I started off by saying that I wished we didn’t have to be there, and how truly unfortunate
is was, that in spite of all of the information being made available to the American
people, in recent months, we still had to launch a massive public service campaign about
protection against HIV.

This never became the campaign that we had hoped it would be because of the natural
reticence of people to advertise condoms, and the disinclination of people to read
advertisements about condoms.



